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TOPICS TO PRIORITISEDWHAT IS ERA-NET?

The objectives of the EC are to be achieved by: 

• development and implementation of joint activities



Coordination of ResearchCoordination of Research

Policy level
� open method of coordination
� mapping, benchmarking, score boards

Programme level
� ERA-NET
� Article 169

Project level
� New Instruments
� Traditional Instruments



The focus of the MNT ERA-NET covers:

* Medicine devices (e.g. stents) 
* Optical devices
* Energy (energy storage, photovoltaic, fuel cells, batteries) 
* Actuators and sensors
* Instrumentation (AFM, holographic instruments, calibration) 
* MEMS, MOEMS, NOEMS, NEMS
* Manufacturing (machining, LIGA, lithography, structuring, tribology) 
* System integration
* Materials (e.g. functionalisation, surface structuring, replication, composite) 
* Nanoelectronics
* Simulation modelling
* Biotechnology (e.g. sensors, delivery systems, Lab-on-a-chip)



MNT ERA-NET program:

Step 1 – Information exchange in between programmes

Step 2 – Strategic activities in between programmes - detailed exchange about
barriers and chances for co-operation is carried out, including expert
exchange and the generation of first common policies for future co-
operation

Step 3 – Implementation of common activities

Step 4 – Programme co-operation test bed

A first coordinated call is carried out as a pilot exercise

Second coordinated call 2007 is beeing prepared

Step 5 – Resume and mid term action plan

Step 6 - Institutionalisation of co-operation- a legal frame is to be  designed to 
assure continuation of coordinated or joint calls and programmes.



Cooperation of national programmes 

Joint activities common calls

Local decisions          local financing

Projects of local (but transnational) importance



Consortium:
1/2004: 8 partners
expansion 2004 & 2005
9/2006: 20 countries & regions



www.mnt-era.net Roland Brandenburg, 
project management

FFG - Austrian Industrial 
Research Promotion Fund 
Roland.Brandenburg@ffg.at
fax: +43/57755-91313
telephone: +43/57755-1313

Coordinator



Joint Call 2006
Participating members:
18 programmes (13 national + 5 regional)
majority industry oriented, some academic focus

Commitment of MNT ERA-Net partners:
signed Letter of Intent from programme owners
(agree on timeframe, reserved budget, …)

Call conditions:
- call open 1 Jan - 16 May 2006 
- 2 step process
- market-oriented proposals
- max. duration 3 years
- small consortia encouraged (min. 2 parties, 2 partner
countries) 
- eligible topics:  broad MNT spectrum
- funding:  national/regional budget, nat./reg. rules



Announcement of Transnational call 2006 ( Jan 2006)

Full project proposal (MNT form)+ 
nat./reg. funding applications 
(nat./reg. forms)
Consortium members� involved agencies

coherent nat./reg. funding decisions

nat./reg. funding authorities MNT ERA-Net

Transnational Coordination Team
• checks eligibility (MNT criteria)
• checks relevance to involved 

funding programmes
• recommends submission of full 
proposals (feedback to proposers)

Project outline (pre-proposal)
Coordinator � coordinating agency

nat./reg. evaluations
status report on internal homepage

�� ��
transnational coordination

�� ��
national evaluation

Transnational Coordination Team
• agrees on common ratings
• ranks evaluated proposals
• issues funding recommendations

Receiving , evaluating and selecting
projects



1st step:  pre-proposals
• 77 consortia
• 341 partners
• 18 countries & regions
• total volume 77.8 M�
• requested funding 54.4 M�
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1.step:  pre-proposals

� TCT recommended 44 consortia to 
prepare full proposals



2nd step: full proposals

• 42 full proposals submitted

• 233 partners
• 17 countries & regions

• total volume 46.3 M�
• requested funding 29.6 M�

• average: 5.6 participants per project
2.5 countries per project
duration 33 months
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Preliminary analysis: networking through projects

• 42 full proposals
• 233 partners (17 countries/regions)

… country/region (size ~ # of project participations)

… project (size ~ # of participants)



Network analysis (recalculated):  funded projects

14 funded projects
70 partners (14 countries/regions)
average: 5.5 participants / project

2.8 countries / project
duration 33 months

… country/region (size ~ # of project participations)

… project (size ~ # of participants)



analysis of call 2006
• strong points from applicants

perspective :

“Additional chance for European consortia “
- Small consortia
- Synchronised funding decision process 
- accelerated funding decision process 
- committment of agencies to fund projects is good
- chance for small countries to start bilateral projects 



Summary of discussions with EC 
(7 Sep 2006)

1) Call 2006

Comments from the EC:
• efficient, fast and flexible process, easy to understand
• no administrative overload
• complementarity to FP6 portfolio
• close and effective contact to target group
• high industry participation is encouraging



analysis of call 2006
weak points from agency perspective :

• Variety of eligibility criteria not transparent enough
• Low budget in some countries killed good projects

Room for improvement:
• complete information on nat./reg. Conditions accessible
• Mandatory contact of all proposers and respective agencies
• Proposal form needs update 
• Better access to Contact info
• clear budget ?
• Focus of call
• level of industrial participation could be higher in some countries
• Feedback to proposers better defined
• too many pre-proposals passed the first stage
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Objectives of coordinated Call 2007:

- improved process
- Larger volume
- establish a system of sustained calls
- Consolidating the MNT ERA-Net brand name



TOPIC AREAS

All topics of Micro and Nano Technologies are 
covered in this call, but the respective 
regional/national thematic programme focus
must be taken into account. 

To obtain detailed programme priorities it is 
strongly recommended to contact your 
regional/national funding agency.



Preliminary design Call 2007:

Thematic scope: open MNT focus on MNT ERA-Net level, nat./reg. rules 
apply

Target group: industry participation (in most countries)
Project type: applied RTD
Procedure: 2 step process
Timeframe 2007: similar to call 2006

launch end 2006
deadline pre-prop. March 15 th 2007
deadline full prop. May 22 th 2007
nat. eval. results + funding recomm. end June 2007
funding decisions <Oct. 2007
projects start > Jan 2008

Participating countries/regions: similar to 2006 (18)
Budget: probably higher



PROJECT TYPE

• at least two partners from two different 
participating regions/countries involved in 
MNT ERA-Net

• The consortium must demonstrate how to 
commercialise the expected results

• Regional/national funding rules apply



Coordination of National Coordination of National Programmes Programmes 
proposed actions under FP7proposed actions under FP7

� Continuation and reinforcement of the 
ERA-NET scheme



http://www.mnt-era.net./

pdumania@ite.waw.pl

Thank You


